Vulnerable

Sea Bird

GreyTernlet (Procelsterna cerules)

Description

Body and wings light blue-grey, paler on face and
breast; primaries darker. Black bill is pointed.
Feet and legs black with yellow webs

Conservation Status

Listed as Vulnerable under the NSW TSC Act
1995.

Distribution

Widespread throughout the tropical and
subtropical South Pacific Ocean. The Lord
Howe Island Group and Norfolk Island are the
only known breeding locations in Australian
waters.

On the Lord Howe Island Group, breeding
colonies are at North Head on the main Island,
Ball’s  Pyramid, the Admiralty Islands,
Muttonbird and Gower Island (Harden 1993).

Ecology

Breeding: Grey Ternlets are not migratory.
Breeding begins in September when one whitish
egg, with small dark and light brown blotches is
laid. Incubation 32 days, fledging 37 days
(Hutton 1990).

Nest: No nest is built, eggs are laid on a cliff
ledge, usually sheltered from above.

Diet: Mainly small fish and crustaceans.

Foraging Behaviour: Sedentary or dispersive.
Gregarious, usually feeds in small parties, but
often forages or loafs alone. Feeds mainly by
surface seizing.

Population Data/Health

Population estimated at 100-1 000 pairs (Hutton
1990).

Habitat

Marine, pelagic. Seen at sea feeding in flocks or
at nesting colonies.

Threats

Unknown.

Impacts Upon Other Species

Unknown.
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