Vulnerable

Sea Bird

Masked Booby (Sula dactylatra fullagerd

Description

Large (to 87cm) white bird with black tips to
flight feathers; black mask on face and around
eyes. Yellow bill with base black; legs and feet
flesh grey or yellow.

Conservation Status

Listed as Vulnerable under the NSW TSC Act
1995.

Listed Migratory  species
Commonwealth EPBC Act 1999.
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Distribution

Widely distributed throughout the tropical and
subtropical seas of the world. In Australia, it
breeds on Islands off north-east and north-west
Australia.

On Lord Howe Island, the breeding colonies are
on Ball's Pyramid, Muttonbird Island, the
Admiralty Islands and at King and Muttonbird
Points on the main island. Lord Howe Island
supports the southern-most breeding colony of
this species.

Ecology

Breeding: On Lord Howe Island, the Masked
Booby remains year round. It breeds from June to
February and usually lays two white eggs about
six days apart. Although both hatch, usually only
the first chick survives. Adults share incubation
and care of young. Incubation 43 days, fledging
four months.

Nest: No nest is built. Eggs are laid in a rough
scrape in the soil; scraps of debris and local
vegetation
proceeds.

Diet: Squid and fish.

may accumulate as incubation

Foraging Behaviour: Mainly sedentary. Generally
solitary, forages in deep water far out to sea.
Forages by spectacular plunge-dives from c. 20 m
or more.

Population Data/Health

Population estimated at 100 — 1000 pairs (Hutton
1990).

Habitat

Marine,
subtropical waters. Feeds at sea during the day.
The Masked Booby breeds on high open areas so
they can take off directly into the wind (Hutton
1990).

pelagic, mainly in tropical and

Threats

Juveniles occasionally dive on lures towed by
fishing boats, sometimes getting hooked.

Impacts Upon Other Species

Not known.
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